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Pieter Terpstra
Head of economic department
Netherlands Embassy in Japan



Historical relationship for 425 years
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Japanese romaji Japanese Dutch

arukōru アルコール alcohol

bīru ビール bier

chinki チンキ tinctuur

katēteru カテーテル katheter

mesu メス mes

tarumomētoru タルモメートル thermometer

teresukoppu テレスコップ telescoop

Words introduced by the Dutch:



Why Japan?
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LSH Activities in Japan
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Government to Government 
dialogue on healthcare in

November

• RegMed webinars in April and May
• RegMed mission in October 2023

• Launch market study Healthy Ageing in March 
• AI and Health mission in May



Interested in 
doing business in 
Japan?

Contact the Embassy, CG or RVO in 
the Netherlands:

tok-ea@minbuza.nl

https://www.rvo.nl/internationaal-
ondernemen 
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Health and Well-being week EXPO25

Europe’s Connected Life 
Sciences & Health 
metropolis

Sjanna Bosma

International Relations Officer at 
Health~Holland



The most promising themes for 
collaboration between the Netherlands 
and Japan;

1. Healthy ageing 
2. Digital transformation of health & care 
3. Regenerative medicine 
4. Sports & vitality
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Programming Health and Well-being 
week EXPO25 20/06/25 – 01/7/25

21/06/25 Travel to Osaka

22/06/25 Welcome reception Consulate General Osaka

23/06/25 Programming at EXPO location and NL Pavilion

24/06/25 Programming at EXPO location and NL Pavilion

25/06/25 Business & company visits in Osaka

26/06/25 Several optional visits in Tokyo (Ministries, 
hospitals, business meetings)

27/06/25 Business & company visits in Osaka + closing diner 
at Dutch embassy in Tokyo

Goals
1. Generate Business Opportunities
2. Establish New Contacts
3. Strengthening the Reputation of 

the Netherlands
4. Promoting collaboration in R&D
5. Encouraging Cross-Sectoral 

Collaboration



Program example 
on the NL pavilion

See here the preliminary 
program based on the 
current available 
information on activities 
and events planned around 
the EXPO. Please note that 
this program is subject to 
change. 
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Program example outside the NL pavilion

See here the preliminary 
program based on the 
current available 
information on activities 
and events planned around 
the EXPO. Please note that 
this program is subject to 
change. 
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Roel van der Heijden
Program Lead at Health Impact 
Noord

Healthy Ageing & Vitality



Road to Osaka | Our export
Innovation in how we organize health & care
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  Integral Care Act (IZA) / Regional Healthcare Transformation plans

• Continuum of Care (connecting 1st, 2nd, 3rd ‘lines’ of care)

• Innovative network / ecosystem collaborations

• Emphasis on informal / community care

  Focus on products and services that relief pressure on workforce

• Counter-movement on innovation for mere ‘optimization’

• i.e. Prehabilitation (Lode Ergometry), Advanced Care Planning
  

  Finding solutions outside hospital setting

• New care concepts (elderly, patient populations)  

• Involving other sectors (e.g. Built environment, Leisure)



Road to Osaka | Our export
Innovation in vitality via sports and lifestyle
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Focus on positive health rather than disease

• Mental Health & Wellbeing as a root-cause / Positive Health Movement

Sports as connector

• Lifecourse perspective

• Invest in sport-promoting living environment  (e.g. Johan Cruijf Foundation, City Legends)

• Major-league clubs as societal sports ambassadors  (e.g. PSV / FC Groningen community program)

• Sportinnovator (VWS)

Vitality at the workplace

• Vitality Hub / Sports Knowledge (TNO, TUe, iMEC, Fontys)



Road to Osaka | Our export
Innovation by accurate population insights

17

 Valorization of (public) cohorts by population health data

• Health Data Valley (NNL) 

 Public-private data collaborations

• Analysis and consultancy (e.g. company Ancora Health)

 Determinants of (un)healthy ageing 

• Biology of Ageing supporting preventive health (ERIBA)

• Dutch Biobank & Cohort Infrastructure (e.g. Lifelines)



Esther Peters
Director Leiden Bio Science 
Park

Regenerative Medicine 
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Gene Therapy

Stem Cell Therapy

Cell & Gene 
Therapy?

Cell and gene therapies 
involve treating diseases by 
either introducing new or 
modified cells into the body, 
or by changing the genes 
inside a person's cells.
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Challenges?
Yes. Although they are 
promising, CGTs still face 
significant hurdles regarding 
regulation, funding, and 
public perception.

Which is why we
need to collaborate.

RegMed XB is a public-private partnership dedicated to bringing 
regenerative medicine solutions to patients and creating a new 

industrial sector in the participating regions.
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Rick Riedstra
Project Manager Digital Health 
at Netherlands Foreign 
Investment Agency

The digital transformation of 
health and care 



Data Sharing Infrastructure to 
Accelerate Innovation 
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Facilitate primary- and secondary 
use of data – using the FAIR 
principle - to enable a more 

efficient healthcare system and to 
enhance scientific research. 



Data Sharing Infrastructure to 
Accelerate Innovation 
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European Health Data Space (EHDS) as a future development to 
further enhance scientific research and to optimize EU health 
systems.

 Potential future Japanese affiliation with EHDS
• GDPR adequacy decision

Highlight Personal Health Environments (PGO’s) to ‘democratize’ 
healthcare data and make patients owners of their own health 
data.
• MedMij



Digital Health for a new perspective 
on Healthy Aging
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Data & AI as an enabling technology in 
regenerative medicine

 Accelerate research & personalized medicine

Large Scale Population Health Data Research 
Enabling better decisions in public health- and care policies

    Lifelines Population Biobank – UMCG

 ERGO Biobank – Erasmus MC  

Hospital@Home & Remote Patient Monitoring
Innovations that allow for care at home, 
reducing the strain on the hospital system

 Eg. Luscii, Cardiomo

Digital Therapeutics (DTx) for lifestyle interventions
Evidence-based therapeutic interventions driven by software 
to prevent, manage, or treat a medical disorder or disease
 Eg. Clear.bio – diabetes type 2 treatment 

Reducing healthcare workload on personnel

 Patient interaction transcribers: Autoscriber, Juvoly

 Large language models: GPT-NL (TNO), HealthSageAI

 AI staff planning: TONOS



Testimonials of Japanese companies 
active in the Netherlands 
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Showcase Japanese LSH companies that are present in the Netherlands -from all three tracks- to champion the 
Dutch ecosystem and to highlight opportunities for investing and scientific collaboration

 Examples of Japanese companies that are active in the Netherlands:



Road 2 Osaka activities
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2
9



 Participate in the LSH and Vitality track 
activities

 RegMed / Healthy Living mission in October
 Health week activities in June / July 2025

 Contact Health~Holland or track leads for 
more information

 Interested in becoming a partner? 
Contact: expo2025osaka@minbuza.nl

 Want to do business in Japan? 
Contact the embassy (tok-ea@minbuza.nl) 

or
 RVO https://www.rvo.nl/internationaal-

 ondernemen 

Next steps
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mailto:expo2025osaka@minbuza.nl
mailto:tok-ea@minbuza.nl
https://www.rvo.nl/internationaal-ondernemen
https://www.rvo.nl/internationaal-ondernemen


See you all in Osaka in 2025!

For more information: tok-ea@minbuza.nl



Any 
questions?



follow us

I would like to continue the conversation.

Please e-mail us at
international@health-holland.com
and keep up-to-date through our LinkedIn page:  

Sjanna Bosma
International Relations Officer, Health~Holland
06-18870061
bosma@health-holland.com

mailto:international@health-holland.com
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